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LANGUAGE ARTS
ALIVE AT CAMP!!!
Jerry Jennings

The Michigan Elementary and Middle Schools
Principals of Van Buren, Cass and Berrien counties
sponsored a week long LANGUAGE ARTS CAMP
for interested students during the summer of 1984.
The camp was so successful that the principals are
once again sponsoring the camp this summer.
There were three basic goals that this camp
was established to achieve.
1. To provide young people with a unique and
valuable learning experience in the area of
language arts.
2. To provide a visible identity for the
elementary and middle school principals and their
organization.
3. To create a common activity that would
facilitate the involvement of principals and
students from all three counties.
These three goals were met. A dynamic language
experience opportunity was created.

writing. The class they chose would be their major
language arts focus for the week. They would
attend ten hours of instructional activities· related
to their specific topic taught by one of the staff
educators during the week. Also, the campers
would receive a sampling of each of the language
arts classes which they did not choose. The
sampling would be on a one time basis for
approximately one hour each.
Specifically, the language arts majors covered
the following material:
Children's Literature was a special
opportunity for campers to dive into and discuss
some of the most interesting and well written
literature for young people. Newberry Award
winners, honor books and other excellent titles
were explored. Some reading prior to coming to
camp was specifically requested of the campers
who were involved in this major. On site these
campers were reading, discussing, and learning
about authors and enjoying a chance to share their ·
pleasure in reading good literature. Vicki Polishuk,
the instructor for the children's literature class, has
been hooked on children's literature for years and
is currently the Middle School librarian in the
Berrien Springs Public Schools.
Creative Writing was a chance to let your
imagination find its way with words, to see your
word images in print, to enjoy your literature and
that of others, to make books together, to polish
your own writing skills with the help and support of
a teacher who cares and a group of students that
have the same interest. Carman Slater, the creative
writing instructor, has been a science teacher,
medical writer, environmental education
coordinator, university teacher and fifth grade
teacher, but always a communicator in verbal,
written, and artistic formats.
Creative Dramatics included the
development of expression and the interpretation
and understanding of literature through the

Focus on Language Arts
Each day campers attended a class focusing on
either creative dramatics, poetry writing,
children's literature, creative writing or power
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reading of plays or segments of them. The campers
involved in this language arts major participated in
at least one dramatic skit. Development of
character through the use of make-up was also
explored. Efforts to initiate and instill an
appreciation for drama and recognize it as a vital
segment of literature was the goal of this major.
Tom Lowry, the instructor of the creative dramatics
class, has had a career of singing, dancing and
acting in stock theatre throughout the Midwest,
East and Canada and public school teacher.
Power Writing taught the learner to
communicate ideas through well designed, simple,
striking prose. It sharpened the learners ' writing
skills with practical techniques for achieving
brevity, unity, coherence, clarity and action. Power
Writing provides stage by stage personal
guidance in development of the student's
individualistic style. Students learn never to
'ramble' again in his/her writing by following the
Power Writing technique! Judy O'Brien, the
instructor for the Power Writing class, has been
teaching twelve years in the elementary and
middle school areas.
Poetry Writing and Reading focused on two
general topics. The first was the writing of poetry.
Various styles were encouraged. Emphasis on
rhyming as well as free verse were explored. The
poems the campers wrote were imaginative,
descriptive and/or humorous. The second topic
was the reading of poetry. Timing, expression, and
clarity were stressed. Campers were reading both
their own work and the work of published poets.
Jerry Jennings, the instructor for the poetry class,
has been writing, reading and teaching poetry for
the last six years.
Special "a// camp" language arts activities
were held once or i'."-ice a day for the campers.
These activities were led by invited educators and
authors. These events took place ten times during
the course of the week. They included
presentations by a non-fiction author, a fiction
author, a poet, as well as story tellers, performers
and. a newspaper reporter.
Most importantly, the campers had an
opportunity to activly participate in this sharing of
their language arts experiences. Students wrote
articles, creative pieces, and poetry. This work was
published in a daily camp newspaper as well as the
cumulative "camp log.'' Campers also shared their
writings or their interpretations of other person 's ,
writings during our nightly campfire sessions and
our evening "thought periods." These were
opportunities for students to be "up in front" of
their peers. Also, many students performed at

mealtime. A talent show was organized for the
final night of camp. Campers could share their
talent while the rest of the camp served as an
audience. The campers who had chosen creative
dramatics as their major class provided the camp
with a play on the final night of camp.

The Recreational Experience
Each day the students had an opportunity to be
involved in typical camp recreational activities.
Swimming, canoeing, crafts, archery, sports,
nature study and folk dancing were offered during
the week. These classes were led by the residential
camp staff. This offered the language arts
educators an opportunity to relax and plan for
future involvement with campers.
The daily camper scheduling included a
mixture offive or six hours of recreation with a total
of five or six hours of language arts activities. This
balance between learnings and play helped to
make this residential camp experience very
positive for all the campers involved.
The following is a copy of the daily schedule as
well as - definitions which serve to clarify the
meaning of the events.

General Daily Schedule
Language Arts Camp
7:00
7: 10
7:30
7:45
8:25
9: 10
9:40
10:50
11 :00

11 :45
12:00
1: 15
2:00
3:00
4:00
5:00
5:45
6:00
7:00
7: 15
8:00
9:00
9:30
10:00
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Wake Up to Music
Polar Bears (Early Morning Swim) ¢
K.P.
Breakfast followed by singing, etc. %¢
K.P. and Camp Clean-Up
Cabin Inspection ¢
Language Arts Major *$
Break
Rotation Preview of Language Arts
Offerings*
K.P.
Lunch followed by singing, etc. &¢
Horizontal Reading-Quiet and
Sustained*
All Camp Language Arts Activity *$
Recreation-Classes #
Recreation-Camper's Choice 0
Language Arts Major *$
K.P.
Supper followed by singing, etc. %¢
Evening Thought Ceremony %
All Camp Language Arts Activity *$
Evening Recreation °
Campfire %
Get ready for bed
Light Out-In Cabins-Taps

RECREATION-CAMPERS CHOICE-This period of time would
allow the camper to choose from many different recreational
options. Swimming and other water activities would be
available as well as volleyball games, sand castle building, all
of the aforementioned recreational classes, plus the possiblity
of things like candle making or frisbee tag, etc.
MEALS-During and after each meal, there would be group
singing as well as skits performed by campers. Also, meals
provide an opportunity for students to perform talent to the
whole camp.
EVENING THOUGHT CEREMONY-This would be a time
where the campers would slow down and have a thought
provoking ceremony at a quiet clearing by the lake.Topics may
include appreciation of nature, knowing yourself, getting along
with others, making friends and other similar thought provoking
topics.
EVENING RECREATION-Each night the camp staff would
plan a party for the campers. Some activities might include, folk
dancing, water fun olympics, talent show, capture the flag, etc.
CAMPFIRE-Each night the campers would be involved in a
campfire ceremony. The ceremony would involve singing and
story telling in a quiet setting around the campfire bowl.

Total Hours Per Day
Direct Language Arts Curriculum
5 hrs.
% Possible Indirect Language Arts
1 hr.
Curriculum
0 Direct Recreational Activities
3 hrs.
ct Possible Indirect Recreational Activities 2 hrs.

*

11 hrs.

Definitions
POLAR BEARS-This is a group of campers, counselors and staff
members who go swimming for five or ten minutes each
morning. Those members of the camp who do this each morning
of the week, will receive a certificate at the end of the week.
K.P.-Two campers from each cabin will be responsible for
setting and clearing the tables prior to and after each meal.
Persons on K.P. will also be responsible for bringing food to and
from the table during the meal and some of them will be
involved in washing dishes after the meal. The K.P. schedule will
rotate so that all cabin members have an opportunity to be
involved.
CAMP CLEAN-UP-Each morning cabins are ass igned to
different areas of the camp to clean-up for the day. Some
campers will be building the camp fires, others will be raking the
beach, and others will be cleaning the bath house . Following
this, campers will go to their cabins and clean up their cabins.
CABIN INSPECTION-This is a time when camp staff members
go from cabin to cabin joking with the campers and checking
for clean cabins.
LANGUAGE ARTS MAJOR-Each camper will have the choice
of choosing one of the following areas to devote major interest
to during the week; creative dramatics, the camp journal,
poetry writing, children 's literature, and media. The area
chosen will be emphasized for over ten hours during the week
for the camper. Also, while campers are in their language arts
major area, they will be planning one camp fire ceremony for
the whole camp and one thought ceremony for the whole camp.
ROTATING PREVIEW-The four areas which the camper did
not choose as a major area will be previewed, on a rotating
basis, Monday through Thursday during the morning period.
On Friday the morning session will be an extra recreational
session.

Planning, Organization and Implementation
The principals' association decided in
September of 1983 to organize this one week
residential camping experience for the summer of
1984. A committee of eight principals began the
planning process. They assembled a group of five
language arts educators to provide the specific
language arts instruction for the language arts
majors. They also contacted the ten invited guest
speakers for the week. The principals contracted
with a local residential summer camp, the Van
Buren Youth Camp, located within one of the three
counties. This camp offered its recreational
facilities, room and board, and a staff who could
cover cooking, maintenance, leading of
recreational activities as well as supervising the
students within their cabins in the evenings.
The results of combining two staffs; the
language arts staff as well as the recreational staffprovided the leadership necessary for both
components of the encampment.
The camp was set up for students going into
fourth grade through students going into eighth
grade. Each camper paid his or her own fee of
$98.00 for attending camp. The principals'
association paid $70.00 per camper to the Van
Buren Youth Camp. The other $28.00 per camper
was used by the association to pay for the
language arts educators, guest presenters, as well
as materials and other miscellaneous expenses
associated with the encampment.
Principals helped with publicity in each of their
buildings. They were able to have their local

HORIZONTAL READING-QUIET AND SUSTAINED-This
will be a period each day when the campers return to their
cabins to stretch out on their bunks and read. Resting or sleeping
will also be acceptable during these periods. This would not be
a time for talking or any kind of physical activity.
ALL CAMP LANGUAGE ARTS ACTIVITY-These would be
events planned either by the language arts staff or implemented
by people invited in from the outside. The idea would be that the
entire camp would be involved in a session related to language
arts. Some possible areas might be mime, puppets, debating,
story telling, newspaper reporting, meeting an author,
spontaneous descriptive public speaking and expository
writing.
RECREATION CLASSES-During this part of the day each cabin
will be assigned to a recreational acitivity. Focus of this session
would be instructional. The camp staff would lead areas in
canoeing, archery, riflery, nature, crafts, swimming and etc.

(continued on page 14)
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this dreamy, happy school setting. He woke with a
start as Jeff entered the room, clanking a metal
pail. Flannery sat up quick for it would never do to
have Jeff see him sleeping on the job. After all, he,
Flannery, had always prided himself on a job well
done. That was enough of dreaming about fun
schools and happy nonsense. After all, hadn't
educated men and women, like Mr. Stoneybridge
and Mrs. Myrtle, and Miss Marshall all said so? And
who was he, Flannery, without much education, to
disagree? Must just be my age, mused Flannery
easing off his chair. I'd better concentrate on my
retirement ...... .

boy, Paul, could sure do with a bit more fun! For,
sure as I'm sitting here, that's a shame to see such a
fine, bright boy come runnin' out from that
classroom, only to be clamped on the arm, and
marched solemnly away by his mother.
Flannery entered the gay little room, just as
Sally, Miss Amiabley, that is, finished up the
waterin' of the last of the plants, and carefully
moved some fresh-stained wood plaques the
children had been busy working on all week.
They'd been makin' designs with little nailpoint
indentations on aluminum squares, and then they'd
nail these on to their wood squares to make a fine
gift. Pretty clever, Flannery had thought, but then,
Mrs. Myrtle, in the room next door, had raised all
kinds offuss about all that pounding and noise. So,
Mr. Stoneybridge suggested Sally finish up that
project soon, but with it being Christmas time, and
those being Christmas gifts, he hadn't been too
awfully cross. I ought to know, thought Flannery, as
I was right over there unclogging the sink at the
time. I even thought he'd made a real good effort
to make his face kind of smile, even thought his
voice sounded strained. Course, I couldn't see that
good, being busy with the pipes and all. ..
Mr. Flannery finally presented Miss Amiabley
with the lighted pine cone wreath, and beamed
with pleasure while Sally bounced around the
room with her new treasure, asking him where he
thought it might look just right. He was in a pleased
frame of mind all the way back to his utility room
for lunch, thinking about how surprised and
delighted Sally had told him the children would be
with their special present from their friend,
Flannery.
Ah, Flannery thought to himself, as he sipped
steaming coffee from the large red plaid thermos,
too bad school and learning weren't meant to be
fun, like Miss Amiabley always made it! Now,
Flannery said to himself, you must be getting old,
you've been around here longer than most of the
best and the worst of them, and you've never tried
to say how things should be before, did you? At
least, net much. But, enjoying school, having fun,
surely that couldn't be the way it should be could it?
Mr. Stoneybridge, Mrs. Myrtle, and Miss Marshall
sure don't seem to think so, and then there's Paul
and David's mothers, and they don't seem to think
so either. Yet, he persisled in thinking maybe school
should be fun, and rooms should be interesting,
and children should be happy, while they cook and
read, sew and paint, talk and listen ... cut and
draw ... Flannery even sort of nodded off, thinking
of all these pleasant thoughts, sort of seeing Ryan in
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newspapers print articles related to the
encampment. Some local principals also helped to
establish scholarships for some of their students by
working in conjunction with their PTA's or PTO's.
The camp budget was projected at receipts of
$8,350 and expenses of $8,300. The actual
outcome of expenses turned out to be $8,679,
whereas the receipts were $8,631. Thus, the camp
ended up with a deficit of $48. This $48 was the only
direct expense to the principals' association. The
association was proud to have 85 campers attend
this first endeavor.
During the summer of 1985 a second annual
LANGUAGE ARTS CAMP is being offered by the
principals' association. This year the fee has been
raised to $110.00 per camper. Of that, $80.00 will
be going to the camp and $30.00 to the principals'
association for their expenses. All indications are
that the camp will be filled with 105 students this
year.

Language Alive
The elementary and middle school principals
of Southwestern Michigan have created a unique
opportunity for interested students. This
encampment is rich in language experiences. Many
opportunities are presented to students to develop
as speakers, readers, writers and performers.
Furthermore, many opportunities are available for
campers to develop their self esteem as language
users and their pride as language creators.
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